For many years, he used his enormous experiences in plant taxonomy, morphology and plant genetic resources for GRACE and I hope that he will also be available in future as a colleague and friend for the editorial board of GRACE.
Behind every successful man, there is a strong women. Erika Pistrick, who is organizing the technical management of the journal in Gatersleben, will also retire at the end of 2018. Over the years, she became an invaluable resource with increasing importance for the journal, clearly documented by her review ''Research in plant genetic resources 1978-2003: general index of the second 25 volumes 'Kulturpflanze'/'GRACE''' (together with K. Pistrick and K. Hammer), GRACE 51: 1-109.
